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ANNOUNCEMENT

Ponsse-Grant 2010 for PhD studies
The Ponsse-Fund of the Foundation for European Forest Research offers a PhD research grant on the topic

“Contribution of modern forest management technologies
to sustainable and competitive forestry in Europe”
with the following research areas:
-

Development and transfer of new forest technologies to European and global conditions;

-

Socio-economic and environmental impacts of applying high-tech in forestry operations; and

-

Contribution of new technologies and logistical solutions to improve sustainability impacts of production
of forest products and bio-energy.

Deadline for applications: 15th April 2010
Description of the scholarship
The awarded Ponsse-grant is 19 000 euro per annum (full time scholarship). In addition, the grant holder will
be awarded with a 1000 euro travelling allowance. The grant holder will also be assisted by EFI staff on
matters such as housing and how to get started in Finland.
The core part of the research work must be conducted at the EFI headquarters in Joensuu, Finland, i.e. the
award-winning candidate will be invited to work at the EFI premises in Joensuu. The call is open for all
interested parties, who are qualified to proceed with PhD studies at some internationally recognized
university. The nationality of the applicants is not restricted.
The Ponsse-grant research work should be part of a PhD thesis or form the whole PhD thesis. The applicant
shall state beside the research plan how he/she plans to obtain the PhD degree and how the scholarship
research relates to the degree. The choice of the university is not restricted as long as it is an internationally
recognized one. The Foundation and the EFI can assist the candidates to make contact to the University of
Eastern Finland to explore the PhD opportunities there.
The Ponsse-grant is awarded for one year at a time. However, the aim of the scholarship is to facilitate PhD
research and thus the Foundation and its Ponsse-Fund are committed to continue the scholarship period on
annual basis up to 3-4 years, providing that the research work is progressing as planned and that the
Foundation has the necessary financial resources available. When funding is applied for a continued
scholarship, a report on the progress and the use of funds of the research project has to be attached.
Selection criteria
The selection criteria for the scholarship are the following:
-

The scientific quality and feasibility of the research plan.

-

The relevance of the proposed research work to the themes of the Ponsse-fund as described above.

-

The previous studies and possible scientific merits of the candidate.

-

The quality of the overall plan made for the PhD degree.
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The scholarship applications will undergo an independent scientific evaluation by the Scientific Advisory
Board of the EFI. The decision on the scholarships will be made by the end of spring 2010 and the successful
candidates will be notified via email and by a letter.

About Ponsse Group
http://www.ponsse.com/
Ponsse Oyj is a sales, maintenance and technology company and a global leader in the field of timber
harvesting solutions and environmentally friendly cut-to-length forest machines. The company was
established by forest machine entrepreneur Einari Vidgrén in 1970. Ponsse is headquartered in Vieremä,
Finland. The company’s shares are quoted on the OMX Nordic List. The Ponsse Group operates in 40
countries and employs approximately 800 people of which 500 employees work in units located in Finland.
The company’s main market areas are North and South America, Europe, including Russia, and Asia-Pacific.
About the Foundation for European Forest Research
http://www.fefr.org/
The Ponsse-grant is managed by the Foundation for European Forest Research. The Foundation was
established in 1997 by the Finnish Ministry for Agriculture and Forestry and the City of Joensuu, capital of
North Karelia region in Finland. The Foundation aims to support and promote the work of European Forest
Institute (EFI) and such forestry and environmental research activities in Joensuu, which show a European
dimension. Provision of grants to support the research strategy of the European Forest Institute is one of the
core tasks of the Foundation. The majority of the funds of the Foundation are invested in the property estate
where the EFI HQ is located.
About the Location Joensuu, Finland
http://www.joensuu.fi
Joensuu is the European forest capital in many ways: The town is located in the middle of the forests and
lakes and besides the European Forest Institute there is a wealth of forest and environmental science at the
University of Eastern Finland and the research centre of the Finnish forest Research institute (Metla).
Joensuu is a university town and the lively capital of the North Karelia Region in Finland. Of the total
population of 72,000 almost 20,000 are pupils and students. Joensuu region has a population of about 115
000 people.
Joensuu was established in 1848 by the Czar Nikolai I of Russia and it has flourished in the estuary of a
notable waterway. Nowadays, Joensuu is located next to the Russian border and about 400 km North-East
from the capital of the country.
Besides the university, science and business scene, Joensuu is also a city where a number of recent Finnish
films have been made, where you can find the Karelian folk (the most talkative ones in Finland) and where
the summer rock festival (Ilosaarirock) is sold out every year months before the event. When going out of the
city centre you can find silence, peace and nature like nowhere else in Europe.
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Submission of applications
Please read the full call text thoroughly through in order to clarify the application details. Scanned copies of
the original application documents (preferably in one file and PDF format) are submitted by email to:
foundation@fefr.org
Deadline for all applications is 15th April 2010.

Further Enquiries
For further inquiries please contact:
Dr. Kalle Eerikäinen, Executive Secretary for the Foundation
e-mail: foundation@fefr.org
Tel: +358 50 391 3165
European Forest Institute: http://www.efi.int/
Foundation for European Forest Research: http://www.fefr.org/
Ponsse Oyj: www.ponsse.com
City of Joensuu: http://www.joensuu.fi
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